[Nov.
Eustachius deplored in the decline of his life that he had spent so much time in examining the sound structures of the body, that might have been more usefully employed in the investigation of diseased organs. Perhaps the same regret has been felt by many others since the time of Eustachius, though not so strongly expressed. At present the attention of the profession is sufficiently directed to the study of morbid anatomy, and the two works at the head of this article will shew that on both sides of the channel physicians are alive to the value of pathology. The Sinapisms and blisters were applied in considerable numbers. She recovered rapidly, and our author saw no more of her till fifteen days afterwards, when he was again summoned, on account of constant vomiting, which no medicine could assuage. He now learnt that the coma had disappeared in about 24 hours after the first consultation, and was followed by complete apyrexia. At first sight they appeared to be composed of blood alone ; but on more accurate examination, it was found the blood was infiltrated into the cellular tissue of the lungs, and the bronchial tubes sometimes traversed these depots. The left ventricle of the heart was in a state of hypertrophy, and the auriculo-ventricular opening of that side was diminished in size.?A very fine plate of this case is given.
The term apoplexy, originally confined to sanguineous ha;morrhage in the brain, is now transferred to depots of blood in the lungs by a great number of accurate pathological observers. There certainly i3 a very great analogy between the two states. But the brain and the lungs are not the only structures in the body which are subject to these spontaneous infiltrations of blood.
The skin and the subjacent cellular tissue, our author remarks, present the same phenomena, as in purpura hemorrhagica, petechias, scorbutic ecchymosis, &c. Even the muscles are the seats of these depots, as we see in those of the back among epileptics who happen to die during the paroxysm. The liver, the spleen, the uterus, heart, all offer examples of apoplexy. One of the most remarkable cases on record, was read before the Anatomical Society lately by M. Robert. All the organs, the skin, the cellular membrane, the muscles, the brain, lungs, liver, spleen, pancreas, uterus, &c. were studded with sanguineous depots. In general, however, the infiltration is confined to a single organ, and to only a portion or portions of that organ. Much of this fluid was evidently of recent extravasation ; but the alteration in the parietes of the canal shewed that some of it had been thrown out long before. Tn the thorax, the heart and lungs were sound. The stomach and intestines were lined throughout their whole length with a coating of black blood, beneath which the parietes themselves were unaltered in structure.
We had hoped to complete our account of the first four livraisons of M. Cruveilhier, but find that our limits are already exceeded, and that we" inust stop here for the present. The plates are very meritorious, and the [Nov. work promises to be one of great value. We imagine that an enterprising publisher might find it worth his while to republish these plates, lithographied as they now are, and accompanied by a short account, in English, of the cases to which the plates refer. We shall continue our account of the work from time to time.
